The 2026 SKkills Mandate: Are Your Students Ready?

By 2026, the skills gap won’t just be about technical know-how—it will be about blending human expertise with Al
fluency. Employers aren’t waiting. LinkedIn’s Global Skills Report already shows a surge in demand for Al-
augmented communication, digital collaboration, and critical thinking.

The question isn’t whether your students will face these expectations—it’s whether they’ll be ready on day one
of their careers.

ul The Skills Employers Are Prioritizing for 2026
2 Al-Enhanced Communication — Writing, speaking, and presenting with Al as a co-creator.

@ Critical Prompting & Editing — Knowing how to ask Al the right questions, then refining outputs for accuracy,
tone, and ethics.

¥ ! Digital Storytelling — Using visuals, social media, and multimodal tools to cut through noise.

42 Ethical Decision-Making with Technology - Navigating issues of bias, transparency, and credibility when Al
enters the workflow.

@ Agility & Continuous Learning — Adapting to new tools, platforms, and processes as they emerge.

¥ How to Teach Them Today

2 Al-Enhanced Communication — Assign students to draft a message using Al, then refine it manually using
the Three-Step Writing Process (planning, composing, completing).

@ Critical Prompting & Editing — Run a “prompt lab” where students experiment with different Al prompts and
critique which ones yield the best business results.

7! Digital Storytelling — Have students turn a dense report into a LinkedIn carousel, infographic, or short video
script.

4a Ethical Decision-Making — Present an Al-generated case study with bias or misinformation embedded—then
ask students to spot the risks and propose fixes.

@ Agility & Continuous Learning — Build in short “emerging tool demos” (e.qg., Al transcription, Al slide design)
and ask students to reflect on how they might use them in internships or first jobs.

Your Roadmap to 2026
The skills employers will demand in 2026 are already knocking on your classroom door. By weaving Al fluency,
ethical awareness, and digital storytelling into your teaching now, you ensure your students graduate not just
prepared, but future-ready:.
We know that building these lessons from scratch takes time—time that educators rarely have. That's why Business
Communication Today, 16th Edition was built with this future in mind, integrating Al instruction, digital media
strategies, and ethical frameworks into every chapter.

[t's not just a textbook; it's a roadmap to 2026 and beyond.

] Explore a sample chapter and request your review copy today.
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